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ssts Jck. lavfciog. "Woll. good-t- y

r aw tul. 1 aupuaw If 1 con back
aain thi evcoiu 1 shall tnn4 yoa

"Yo! Oh. ya! Jack, do Wkeair;
th tiea w Ul s jrvu

Nwt thy.M say Jak, lUaioaj ber
acain. "Audyou; what axa jow
to 0 while I'm awayf

Tbiuk vt you-
.- with a little saocy

gianee at hliu from under Ucr iutxg
laahrs. Ty the by, Lavw you gsH a
tuatU about yoa?"

Vt t at oo arth do yoo want It for?
says he, giiug lcr aoiaa wax Ikyhta
out of a littl silver U a h apcaka
"Ui!ng to hav a cigarette r

Nonanel I feel a if I want tw

set fir to aoiue of tlo dry littl
bunch.- of graaa; fairy tufta we used
to call thorn long ago. They would
burn beautifully to-da- y, th sun U ao
lot."

"WolL dont aet fire to youreJf.
whauvor you ds says he, thought- -

lesaly. (txce again tby kiaa. Atad thla
time really park

Letiua standa watcbtng him tCl hm Is
out of aight, atatullog on tiplo a bw

gets tiver tit wall to blow a last kiaa
to hiru. Then cNnlng out from th
shelter of hor trysting-pia- o ah walk
hOo the old meadow, now be-- tea down
saro where the tall, coa e tatita f
graaa are growing. Lighting oo of bar
matches she kneels down and set fir
to th tuft nearest her. It uaed to ba
au amuaeiuent of hers In her childhood,
aud she ia not yet ao far tsmovel frotu
Uone days as to hare lost ail cltiMiah
fancies, bitting down ou the akSe of a
tiny hillock at a distance, aha watches
the diuicln flsmea so small, ao flick
ering, so harm lass.

She lean back against tho bank be-
hind ber and oroaaea ber white arm
behind her head. What a day it Lsl

most tteavenly sw-ot- t quite a drowsy
day. llow lovely that light smoke la
climbing slowly uphill and fading
away among the young tree
above. And the little flames, like
fairiesdancing. lerhapsthey are fairies
who dwell In those old dry tufta. No
wondvr they tare dancing with rag,
evidently. Their stronghold are
seised, destroyed, by the tyrant man!
No woman this time. Ah. ah! In this
cato. woman haa come to the front, at
all events, fc'bo bad been reading about
the eman!pation of women last night,
and had lauglied over Ik After all, she
didn't want to b emancipated; sho
only wanted Jack to love her always;
nothing more. Perhaps the other queer
women only meant that too, only they
hadn't found their Jacks yek Pouf.
llow warm it is!

(Gradually hor head sinks back upon
hor arms, her eyelids droop over the
soft, clear eye. How delicious It ia
hTC. How coir. Again the eyes open,
but very lazily this tLioo. See how the
little inaects run to and fro over her
white frock, hither and thither, all in
search of the great want food. A
passing thought makes her laugh In-

dolently. She hopes they will not
laake food of her. And then the eye-
lids close resolutely; she leans back.
Sleep has caught her.

So sound, indeed. Is her slumber that
she docs not know that now the little
black inseots are rushing over her, not
in search of food, but of safety safety
from tho tiuy hot flames that are creep-
ing every moment closer to the thin
whlt5 frock. Now they have touched
her foot and have so far penetrated the
thin slipper as to make her unpleasant-
ly warm, but not enough to waken her.
She only turns a little and sighs; but
now! ,

Now she springs to her feet with an
allrtghted scream. Smoke! Smoko
everywhere! And what ia this creeping
up the front of her gown? A thread of
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"Mia IkatttiMriiarw." X fomag
mtv, bow usrning via dwnwraa
toward ber, "11 wndt arajr

M,r it l wfhAS I LM Sa m.v

Miaa Uaa trudge, wtkh mtf&HL, "I h
but tali thankxl you, Uow an If
If ther ia anything 1 can do an wny
ia which I can ahow my gimttmim ta
you pray raam Ik lu tb msapftms
pray tell tuo Ika uaaw ut Uaa Imwi

"wivTi ram
in an who haa daTflverad my nte fror4
tha verr jawuof daaAi."

Ilardlngt," aaya b. ahoTt.--Wbatr If las Ibbr bM fkSaQ
lack in her chair, akartng at bla whh
wild eyrs.

MYea, Ilardlngu, say tha jonxrj
man, steadily, if sorrowfully. 11

MAft4c nl, aaya We, a3ant
help my nama.

There la a paua; LeUlks Vaw Taev
oreatb sharply. That la trua," aaya
Ml Banbrtdge at laat, in t 4wraiw u
lerton--t

l cant herp having had 4 randf a
ther, either," aaya Hard inge, taJrtng
another step.

"No; I auppoaa not, meat
"Moat fellow kav frandfatberr

1 oannot contradict yoa, air."
"Mist Danbridga, aays Hardlng

going cioser to her and gasrag at hoc,
with all his heart In his eyes, "yoa
asked me just now If there was any
way In which yon ecu hi show jour
gratitude to m alout about this
thing. I want no gratlnWk I would
have gladly died to save jour nWo a
pang. I iut but you ha g tvm toe the)
opportunity to tell yon that I want--
her! I love her, 8he love toe, Urea
her to me!

"L-'titi- ar say Mis Baobrklgo In 4s

strange voice.
"Ob. yea! It it trae." aays Lrtitia,

bursting into tears. l do love him. I
loved him that night at the Matawar
lngs' and I have loved him better and
better every day since. He," her sob
increasing, "he ased to come and see
mo in th meadows where where X

was nearly burned!
Whether this allusion to the lata

catastrophe, that might have ended in
a tragedy, stills Miss Ban bridge's
wrath or whether her old heart haa
been oftened by Ilardinge'a plain ac-

knowledgement of his love for her
niece no one can tell. She turn to
Harding with a pale face but a not
wholly unkindly air.

"1 must have tuna to think, aaya
she. She hesitate and then aayai
"This ia very painful to me, Mr. Par
dlnge. It aee-oi-a certainly painful to
her to pronounce his nam) the name
ao long tabooed in ber household. "1
most have time time." She grows
slionk The hearts of the lover side
Suddenly she looks up again.

"Perhaps you will do me the honor
to dine with me night? sys
she. Her tone is icy, but th twoltt
ening to her feel their cause U won. To
ask Mr. Hardinge to dine to accept
hospitality at her hand! Oh! surely
the old feud is at an end.

A little sound escapes from Lotitia,
"You are cokd." aaysMias llanbrvdge

anxiously, who had thought the sound
a shiver.

"A lrUle," aays Lctitia, who indeed
is hive ring from her lata fear of what
her aunt might aay.

"I shall fetch another rag." crie th
old lady, running out of th room.

"An opportunity once lt is w rer to
Ire regained, says the aooient copy-
books, llardingo and Letltla make up
their miod not to lose theirs. Hi

mm are round ber in an instant, her
chock ia pressed against hkv

"It is all righk She w ill give In, I
fiel as if 1 lovw-- hus says. Hardlog.

"Olil Jack." aays Letltia, "waut it
a piod thing I wa nearly burmad to
death?

"Oh! hush, darling hush, U4jr I
can't beaf to thi&k of thla day.

"Well. I can." eaj she, Ugrilng
feebly. "I shall thkkh-o- f it alwajs. It
ha given iw to aoh othr frer.

A RattCat,
Mr. AmrfenUrn marrre! tha rirter c

M deceaiwsl Wlf ftOT h h) ImrO
widower about tnoctli. A lTrVd sM
hvl ts-v- n aharct eocna time aekM hiri
fc r uhnra li was wearing a inonrning
bta.l on his hat.

ror my is.r dter-ln4a- repTrkl
Amrkrdam, rwaUowing a big lump,
It xm Saftings.

Am

Irst Iamit (wi ha be-- n v!nty try-
ing to satWy JcJiniiy'scnrv-srt- y on every
known rubjXt wndet tl url Now,
Jhnny, if yt a nak in araitlvc quti n,
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HlkUK are yxm
fu i u i; , J e
ti t i a T J
luaiMl Miaa
lUn bridge.

kTa-t- urt''r at t h
trfinLluif lyUtia pair ut U riuiiurtl

k'l
"J utt tmt for Utile wuJk. a untie.

The day U o iclkriuu, Lrtitia,
with Ucr moat Utf-i- n ana'.-?- . SLe U
think iu' what au awful Utin-- 1 will
be if auutto forbkla her to 4ru out to-

day of all iara, axid Jack, waitic; for
hK'T at tli top of th tcalow.

"Now oqco for all. Lctitia. lot thl
bo undrU.l u,w ftil Miaa

llaiibriiir; "tlcru u to b tu Intof
coure U'iwe-e- thU liouc ani that of
Th Court. Yon may think I tun fc--

old to hoar thinfe; Imt tltcro yoa are
wn-ciir-

. I have heard a tfuod deal lato--lj
about jo-urij-

f Harding, wrho haa Just
red. rnr d U Tlw Court after father's
doutli; hoard too with doop rrrrt, Lo-tit- ia.

that you ao far fortrot yourtsrlf as
to dance with him a fortnight a-- at
the Main war Uifc-- little"

''flop, au'CTat Lotitla, who U tk0
frii-hUju- by her aunt's alloaioo to
tho youctf tnaator of The Court to

ber ftnoioty mannortv
"Hop! How dare you use such a

word?-- crird Miaa Iianbridj'e. tJoml
H'UTen-- l The uiaDne ra of this prt--rn- t

Jay I Now, Lctitia, hoar tno. It
iwoma you did dance with thin ob-

jectionable young man at the Main-wartn- ea

ball For hap you could
tnot help that. Itat knowing aa you do
of tlte foud that haa laatcd for tiftr
yoarr Wtwoon their houae and onrr, I
truat you have ttto mn-r- re poet for
me for your name to rccu-niz- e a
Hardinfo anywhoro."

"Iut what has ho or " nerrouly,
"what have thoy all done? aaks lc-
titia, lusr eyes on the marble pavement
of the hall, her heart at t!e top of the
tat ax!oT.

inxoi urarious! If auntie only knew
that the had lecn nioet'n Jack
erory day for tho pat fortnight ecr
fdnco that loOiC dauce, indeed, when
wltoo well, he wouldn't danco with
anyone bat her. And it la all Mich n.-tsoas- e,

tax A rubbishy old story almut
a right of way that happened fifty
years a'o and Jack the dearest, dear-c- at

fellowl
I refuae to jfo into it, says MIm

Banbridgv, with dignity. 'It sufiiccs
to say that this youn-- r man's grand-
father once lohared in tho fcrosseftt
fa&hlon to your jrrand father my,
with a Mlu "sainted fatlior. If you
are poinp out, I trust that if yoa meet
the prtisent owner cf The Court, u

will not so much as acknowledge his
pre.sinco."

'I sh.Vn't bow to him, auntie, says
Lotitia, in a Tory small voice.

Detestation of herself and her duplic-
ity is still raini? in her heart when
a ho meet Jack IIardinire in the old
trystin-j-place-

. Mm had certainly prom-
ised her aunt not to bow to him. Well,
she doosn't; nho only flinpi herself into
his arms tflad youn-- j arms, that cloie
fviudly round her!

"Olu Jack, fhes (rttln worse than
ever. Mo wus himply rafin? al"ut
you as I camo out. I really tlioiujht

was poinjf to forbid me to come at
ulL She says youra au objectionable
young man!

"Oh! I my. fays Ilardiufre, wliat
I nv.' I doiw to be called name like
that?"

"Nothing, nothing' cries Letltla,
flinging her arms atout in do pairing
jrot?6t, "except that your grand
f atlier once punclied my grandfather's
tOf."

"Well, I'm awfully sorry, says IIar
lnge, and they tth lanph. "Would

it do any good, do you think, if I were
to go down now and apologize for my
rxoeedlnirly rude old forl-ear-

"I thouldn't advise you to try ft,"
Says Lctitia,

"Hut what are we to do, then? fays
Jac'jc, hla arm round her.

They are rUing on the gras aafoily
hidden behind a clump of young trees.
The sunk, shining madly on their tiead
the birds are sin king on erery branclu
It U May Vellghtful May. thj lorer'a
month and the hottest May that hua
beeu known for years.

"I don't know," ssya Lrtitia, with
deep despi ioVuo

"It's such folly. says
Ilardlnr, presently. In an impatient
lono. f 1 wore a fool, or a 'r man.
or a reprobate; but Pm not am L,

IX) w?
1)1k norVimys Lrtitia. F"ie creeps

elowr to him, and encircles his
wniat with her arm; or, at all events
trios bravely to do so. It doesn't
go half way roura"; but that
d'em't matter. She grasp bit of
h cut and hoi l n to him "Io
yow know what yo't are. Jack? Th
tlarest oU nn earth."

"Awl you !o you knw whaton
tsreT says Ilardingr, preaeiog hor fin-

gers to hi, lip.
"N says slvs,
nVell. I can't tell yo. ys he,

there 1 rtothlng on earth Ct
t i eoniAr yoti - Jtiw Ym are yu. and
kliat's miV

"What ft br!j J1MlCrl No wonder
I l ive yo'i.' aais Ietitla,nlver ; "but,'
e!!apiiv Into fl.n, "what's th
go--l of Ii all? A'luti.. will iever let

"yon marry nv.
"We efwl. marry vrttlvnt hr per-t!itin- ,"

kSTf he. lslf.
"N we ays lctitia. wlt?i

derUtn. Me Im4j t hiri enetly."I wnalhi't --

siry yei wlth.mt ler
lrnilMkn for anvthlrg. We
Umrm to mo asaf an.1 that i"u I t
lrr )mtt, t a i v ail ake ha In ' K

wnrM and fwi(-- t V ti a ir!Ao' I h. 1 i Ner '
iw enl tm m k aauu" y

Vit esir, t kv thak l't
a$A vei-at- alwafa furl .1 h tf5 to e.t tn
tit. 4m h'tnk i t - Nv twv, I :aJI

lft W tluli IonU mo'
T- -r 1 .v,o k i whai (T'-s- t

m l .4 It," kj-- ho
t on kly mutt, aay Lviit'.A,

Ail r Ak, y.i
. tte g w fiue to e k e.Vle ;

),. o J r.il t . !., t tn n s

ltiV .rt r ti.x V. . Vw.v
. t a iS,iJa-o- l tm4 .f t Uc
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SHE TO UER FSST.

fire. It blows upon her faes. Sb re-

coils from It, but it follows lier. Madly
she lift her hind and tries to boat it
lmck. The men tho men at the fence!
Where are they? Alas! they hive all
gnn to dinner. Oueo again a frantic
erv bursts from her lips.

It U answered. At this moment
Hardlnge reach her, and llintrini? off
his eat !- - cat!os her la It. FokllTig
it round her, le holds her as if in avion.

What br.Hight him back the
mercy of ft.) lie never knew, except
that tiioee lt words of his: "Ikm't set
fire to yourself, at all evemta. had
seetned to liSiuit him aftrr he left hor.
A ffdish fear about the word, had
touched his lover's Ireart and enmpeUed
him to mount a wall and look back. In
a moment he hail sotil

He qwenohed the flames In a
lKrt tjnA. Let ilia is able Ui

star. I up and answer faintly hi
aofi-- V safety, when

saddenly a vote striVe upon fhep
that render fx Ah diituK

It ia th vote of Mls IUobrVge.
Mhe jisa bee--n koilLng up G.e hilL M"e

l"ks aim oat dU'raughk
th! slr.eries she, estohlnff lctitia

tn ber srms, "I saw sik 1 t.-ugT- I
Si mid have died. Old ray girl mt

dnrtltig ehlldP (h rper.H her whiU
life tormenting fotitis, ttit Letltia I t
all thul Is lit aplw of Iter eyV
fr. lw can 1 thank ymt The

of my llf la fottrv th psstutrof my pretty ofcikh Tlien tb okl laly
lirt ut orytnf. Half an hrwT ago

he wonld 4ss dWd rather hn toll
IMtii ' was 'at nos l
lays rtir offerteff at ber feek 1Vvt
feek noy miiht hav rurn.1l.

lf yr wt',1 a. Id oo .it eww k) la
otie yon lave aJreauy

dm tttv ajs at fkly, yii win
)elp t ie kr-- t aay Tiaoat U
th Nmi "
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io..nrk k .Wlr tb t4d la.ly togr
Ink or rVr 11
If ah kiw hrWnw K 1 Hi
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